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Thanda Hosts Dialogue On AIDS Governance 
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At the end of May, Thanda Private Game Reserve in KwaZulu-Natal hosted 18 delegates 

from around the world for a UNAIDS dialogue focused on the future of AIDS governance, 

which represents a challenging and neglected issue. ‘AIDS governance’ refers to how 

governments and societies organise institutions and processes to make the response to 

AIDS most effective, as well as what values/principles (such as accountability and 

participation) permeate those institutions. UNAIDS is the Joint United Nations Programme 

on HIV/AIDS with the mission to lead and inspire the world to promote universal access to 

HIV prevention, treatment, care and support. UNAIDS and other stakeholders are currently 

meeting around the world to shape the response to HIV and AIDS and other global 

development issues beyond the 2015 deadline for the Millennium Development Goals. The 

Thanda Foundation Trust sponsored and hosted the Dialogue at Thanda as the theme of the 

Dialogue was in line with the work of the Foundation – to focus attention on the socio-

economic needs of developing communities in the region, most importantly with regard to 

HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention. 

The Thanda Dialogue resulted in a report that will inform discussions at the level of the 

African Union Commission, as well as feed into the work of the Lancet-UNAIDS 

Commission – From AIDS to Sustainable Health – which will look at enhancing the future of 

AIDS governance among other things. The work in the Thanda Dialogue will also inform the 

implementation of the African Union Roadmap on AIDS, TB and Malaria. 

The success of the first Thanda Dialogue on AIDS Governance has prompted discussions 

about holding further series of Thanda Dialogues on AIDS, focusing on political leadership, 

allowing for groups of experts and political and other leaders to come together to discuss 

issues of great importance that are not addressed in other settings. 

www.thanda.com 

 

 



 

Project Rhino KZN 

Thanda Foundation Trust, together with wildlife conservationist Digs Pascoe and the Kingsley Holgate 

foundation, has worked very closely with Project Rhino KZN this past month in bringing the plight of 

the rhino to Thanda’s surrounding communities. The conservation message was brought to six 

schools in the region, including Star for Life high schools, part of the Thanda Foundation Trust’s 

HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention programme. The Star for Life Choir compiled a special ‘rhino 

song’ to convey the plight of the rhinos to learners. Project Rhino KZN brings together organisations 

with a common vision and goal, identifies synergies through an integrated, common approach, and 

collectively, is a representative body, which carries powerful leverage ability. Thanda is one of the 

founding members of Project Rhino KZN and is actively involved in its conservation efforts. 

	  


