
 

 

THANDA ON TOP OF THE WORLD 

Thanda Private Game Reserve was honoured at the Grand Final World Travel Awards, held 

on 11 January 2012 in Doha, Qatar, with an esteemed award for ‘World’s Leading Luxury 

Lodge’ for a third successive year. 

At an impressive gala ceremony, Thanda once again won the coveted award in this 

competitive category. Thanda has won twelve World Travel Awards since 2006 for its 

exceptional safari experience and luxurious five star facilities. Winning this award again, 

ensures that Thanda stays the epitome of sophisticated world-class experiences. 

The award is testament to the dedication that Thanda have committed over the years to 

ensure the highest levels of achievement, not only in terms of hospitality but also in social 

and corporate responsibility efforts. To be recognised as the ‘World’s Leading Luxury 

Lodge’ three years in a row is something that Thanda accepts with tremendous pride, and it 

proves that all the effort to excel in luxury and exclusivity is being accomplished. 

Managing Director Pierre Delvaux says; "It is a tremendous honour to be here in Doha, 

Qatar with Swedish entrepreneur and philanthropist Dan Olofsson and his wife Christin to 

accept the award for ‘World’s Leading Luxury Lodge’ for the third consecutive year. 

The grand finale is the culmination of a year of global regional award events in search of the 

world’s finest hospitality products. This means that winning at this event is a huge privilege, 

which makes me very proud of Thanda's amazing staff who go the extra mile and make the 

difference every time! 

Judging from the packed and diverse turnout of top hospitality and tourism brands from 

around the world at this prestigious gala dinner, the World Travel Awards continue to make 

their mark as one of the most sought-after awards in the world. 

I am delighted that Zululand in South Africa can feature amongst the best of the best in the 

world. Well done, Team Thanda!" 

Thanda Private Game Reserve is located in Hluhluwe Zululand, KwaZulu Natal in South 

Africa and remains the only safari lodge in the prestigious Leading Hotels of the World 



portfolio. Situated on 14,000 hectares of wild bush and rolling mountains, Thanda offers 

guests total privacy and exclusivity in an access-controlled environment where they can view 

all of the big five game as they occurred at the turn of the century. 

www.thanda.com 
 

More about Thanda 
 

In addition to the Thanda Safari Lodge, the reserve comprises Villa iZulu, the luxurious safari residence 

of the Swedish Olofsson family that sleeps up to ten and is available on an exclusive-use basis. Its large 

heated swimming pool and beautiful, fully fenced garden make it a definite favourite for families. 

Boasting its own helicopter pad, it is also inclusive of its own chef, butler and waiters, treatment 

therapist along with a private guide and tracker. Villa iZulu is ideal for celebrities or guests wanting 

privacy and exclusive, discreet pampering. For guests seeking a pared-down safari experience 

reminiscent of a bygone era, the rustic Thanda Tented Camp offers 15 tents and a rim-flow 

pool, shared boma, lounge and bar areas.  

 

Thanda is steeped in Zulu history and the Zulu culture is embraced throughout the guest experience. 

It is Thanda’s longstanding and integrated relationship with the local community that makes a stay 

here exceptional. Furthermore, its strong conservation commitment not only combines support for 

local and national wildlife programmes, but also invites guests to participate in its own biodiversity and 

wildlife protection initiatives constantly being carried out on the reserve, all combined to ensure a 

very worthy and truly unique, memorable stay. 

 
 
 


