


The Island 
invites you to 
enjoy simple, 
exquisite 
pleasures

Welcome

“Ten years ago it started with a dream, a fanciful ambition to find a 
small, remote, uninhabited Tropical Island off the coast of East Africa 
with exquisite white beaches and turquoise seas. We wanted to find 
something utterly private and natural, where sea turtles nest and 
where you can bathe safely in blue heaven.

That dream, that fanciful ambition is Thanda Island. We found it, and 
we can hardly believe that such a place still exists: a perfect Indian 
Ocean Island within a protected marine reserve, where the only trace 
of human beings is the occasional Arab fishing dhow passing by. 

We set about creating the most exclusive, unique villa on the island 
where our guests can enjoy the freedom, pleasure and excitement of 
an utterly private escape.

Our ideal, which is steered by the owners of Thanda Tanzania, Christin 
and Dan Olofsson of Sweden, is one where immaculate simplicity 
meets effortless service brilliance.

After so many years of searching, planning and creating, we are 
thrilled and very excited to invite you to experience the magic and 
freedom of Thanda Island.”

 Pierre Delvaux, Managing Director, Thanda Tanzania Ltd



Situated in its 
own marine 

reserve where 
you can bathe in 

blue heaven



Facts and InfoStep onto the Island

Nestled within Tanzania’s Shungi Mbili Island Marine Reserve, 
Thanda Island is  8ha in size, 1,1km in circumference and 350m 
wide, and surrounded by coral reefs, which protect it from 
stormy seas, adding to the Island’s suitability for families.

All you need to do is fly to the international airport at Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania’s capital city, and we’ll either fly you directly to the Island by 
helicopter or arrange a charter flight for you to nearby Mafia Island, where 
we’ll meet you by boat.

Glittering Turquoise Waters

Once you step onto the silken white beaches of your own private 
island, surrounded by glittering turquoise waters, you’ll experience a 

complete sense of freedom. It’s how we should feel.

Adventure, Relaxation and Total Privacy

Everything on the Island has been created for adventure, relaxation 
and total privacy. There’s no driving to the Villa, as you step off the 
boat or helicopter, it is right there and yours alone to enjoy. It’s your 
home, with a paradise-inspired living area, featuring everything you 
could want in this beautiful beach house that has five exquisite, air-
conditioned bedroom suites leading directly onto the beach. The entire 

Island is totally safe for you to explore and enjoy. 

Helicopter flights
direct to Thanda
Island - 45min

Chartered flights to
Mafia Island - 30min

Boat charter from 
Mafia Island between
15 to 45min depending 
on point of departure 
and wind conditions



Spend time 
with the gentlest 
giants of 
the ocean, 
the whale 
sharks



Your Every Need and Desire

It has taken us 
ten years 
to discover 
and develop 
this remarkably 
uncommon 
destination

Looking after your every need on Thanda Island is a 
select team dedicated entirely to you, including your own 
Executive Chef, Hostess, Housekeeper and Boatman. 

Massages and Dining on the Beach

Dine on the beach or on an Arab dhow, have a massage on the beach 
or take a sunset cruise around your own private island; head out on 
a big game fishing adventure or bathe in the warm tropical waters 

where we will serve you a delectable picnic on a sandbank in the sea.

Off the Grid

Experience an off-the-grid lifestyle on the Island, which is powered by 
solar energy. For those who need to remain connected, the Island has 

full WiFi Internet and mobile phone reception.



Rest, rejuvenate
and explore your 
own entirely 
private paradise



The Villa

The Villa is a discreet, sumptuous retreat.

Beach house romance, nostalgia and East African elegance 
personify the Villa. Christin and Dan Olofsson designed it for people 
like themselves, who are seeking a rare, entirely private paradise. 

It offers an expansive living area featuring everything you would want 
from an extravagant beach house, including an indoor aquarium, 
Steinway grand piano, wine collection, cigar humidor, glass rim-flow 
swimming pool and wrap-around dining area with its 180-degree view 
of the ocean. 

The Villa has WiFi Internet access and mobile phone reception. 
Additional beds for up to nine children can be set up in the five 
bedroom suites. For special occasions we can accommodate up to 26 
adults, with eight guests in two traditional ‘bandas’ (bungalows) and 
eight guests in two safari-style tents, set up on the lawn.

Beach house 
elegance in 
coastal whites, 
greens and
blues





Water Adventures

Thanda Island 
relaxes you and 
restores your 
vital force

You have exclusive use of the Shungi Mbili Island Marine 
Reserve surrounding Thanda Island. A boathouse full of 
equipment is yours to enjoy, and a Boatman is dedicated 
to you as your personal guide.

Big Game Fishing

We have a fully equipped 28-foot reef runner cat, deep-sea boat if you 
would like to do some big game fishing nearby Mafia Island. Catch 
and release iconic species or bring home the catch of the day for the 
Chef to prepare for your lunch or dinner.

Scuba Diving

We’ll take you to Chole Bay for an incredible diving experience in the 
Mafia Island Marine Park. The largest marine protected area in the 
Indian Ocean, it offers some of the most spectacular diving off the 
East African Coast, including an intriguing diversity of coral reefs, 5 
species of turtles and 400 species of enchanting reef fish. Because 
Chole Bay is well protected, you can dive here all year round.



Water Adventures

You have exclusive 
use of the Shungi 
Mbili Island Marine 
Reserve surrounding
Thanda Island

Swimming and Snorkelling

Swim and snorkel in the translucent, tropical waters. Enjoy the
once-in-a-lifetime experience of an up-close encounter with the 
gentlest giants of the ocean, the whale sharks, when they congregate 
just south of Thanda Island from October to February.

Sailing, Paddling and Kayaking 

Ride the trade winds in paradise on your very own sailboat or explore 
the coral reef in a kayak or canoe. We can also organise a sailing trip 
on a traditional Arabian fishing dhow.

Tanzanian Adventure

We can arrange a visit to Zanzibar Island with its spice fields and 
incredible blend of modern and ancient Tanzanian culture; or a visit to 
Africa’s largest game reserve, the World Heritage Site-listed Selous 
Game Park. Both are an hour’s flight away. 



The largest marine 
protected area in 
the Indian Ocean 

offers some of the 
most spectacular 

snorkelling and 
diving off the 

East African 
Coast



Community Commitment

Thanda Island
is deeply
committed to
the conservation
of the region’s
vast marine life

Thanda Island is situated within the Shungi Mbili Island 
Marine Reserve, and is partnering with the Tanzanian 
Marine Parks and a leading NGO called Sea Sense, on a 
range of marine conservation and education programmes 
in the region. These include research and conservation 
projects on the sea turtles, dugongs, dolphins, whale 
sharks, coral reefs and marine reserves.

Five species of marine turtles occur in Tanzania’s waters. The largest 
fish in the world – the gentle, human-friendly whale shark - breeds 
just south of the Island.

Community Commitment

Thanda Island has a far-reaching commitment to the Tanzanian people, 
and is participating in a range of social upliftment programmes on 
neighbouring Mafia Island, which has approximately 60 000 people. 
We are committed to the education of young people in sustainable fish 
harvesting, marine conservation, and in the development of healthy, 
sporting activities, such as football. 
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Thanda Island Package

Whatever you desire
for your Island 
experience, speak to us 
and we will arrange it.
The uniqueness of 
Thanda Island is
written in the
sea and sands

Exclusive use of Thanda Island and the Villa with its select team of staff 
members is offered at a flat rate of US$10,000 per night, with a minimum 
stay of seven nights during peak season, five nights during high season 
and three nights during low season. Additional beds for up to nine 
children can be set up in the bedroom suites when  sharing with adults. 
Children staying with you in your Villa are included in the rate.  

The rate includes your transfers by boat from Mafia Island, which 
we will arrange for you, plus all the activities we offer on the island, 
all meals and drinks, and our Thanda selection of villa wines and 
champagnes. An additional selection of champagnes and wines is 
available at an extra charge.

Outsourced dive charters and spa treatments are extra. Should you 
wish to bring more adults than the Villa can accommodate, we can 
host them in safari-style tents and traditional bandas (bungalows) at 
an additional cost of US$350 per person per night, which includes all 
of the above.  Children under 16 will be charged 50%.

Peak :  01 January - 15 March (min. 7 nights stay)
Low  :  16 March - 31 May (min. 3 nights stay)
High  :  01 June - 31 October (min. 5 nights stay)
Low  :  01 November – 20 December (min. 3 nights stay)
Peak  :  21 December - 31 December (min. 7 nights stay)



P. O.  Box 9020,  Dar Es Salaam, c/o Shungi  Mbil i  Island
Distr ict  of  Mafia Island,  Tanzania

M   +27 (0)  71 611 5348
E   info@thandaisland.com    

www.thandaisland.com


