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Unique Wildlife Photography Lessons and Photography Safaris 

Whether you are a photography beginner or an experienced photography enthusiast, at Thanda 

Safari we offer all of our guests who stay for two nights or more the special opportunity to develop or 

advance their wildlife photography skills.  

Over the past three years over 700 of our guests have participated in our lessons and sessions, led by 

our highly accomplished Resident Wildlife Photographer and Field Guide, Christian Sperka. 

We are confident that you will benefit from Christian's ‘Keep It Simple’ approach and Thanda’s 

extraordinary photographic opportunities.  

Irrespective of the level of wildlife photography that you might have already achieved, your skills will 

exponentially improve and you will take home superb images that reflect your wildlife experience on 

Thanda. 

Christian will tailor your photography lessons or photography safari to suit your individual ability and 

preference. The offerings are described below.  

Besides the photography lessons Thanda also offers the opportunity to have your very own photo 

shoot in the bush.  

We recommend that you book your photography lesson or bush session at the same time that you 

book your accommodation. You can also book them during your stay, subject to availability. Please 

select your preference from the photographic offerings below, and feel free to contact Christian 

directly at christian@thanda.co.za if you would like to discuss the different options and the best 

solutions for you. 

Contact reservations@thanda.co.za for bookings.  

mailto:christian@thanda.co.za
mailto:reservations@thanda.co.za


  
 

Thanda Private Game Reserve | www.thanda.com | phone +27 35 573 1899 Page 2 of 6 

 
 
1. Wildlife Photography Lesson 
 
We know that your African Safari on Thanda will completely amaze you; it will take you where you have never 
been before and reveal the most incredible wildlife sightings that you will want to keep alive in your memory 
and share with family and friends. 
What better way to do this than with your own magnificent photographs that you can share, frame and enjoy 
for the rest of your life. 
 
To help you achieve this, Thanda is offering you a complimentary 90-minute lesson to learn more about the art 
of catching the perfect wildlife moment.  
 
Target audience: Photography beginners to photography enthusiasts 
Content: During the 90-minute session, Christian will teach you how to set up your digital camera for wildlife 
photography, introduce you to the basic rules of wildlife photography and the art of motion photography. He’ll 
discuss what makes for a stunning wildlife image and how to go about it, to ensure that you capture 
unforgettable moments during your time with us. 
Equipment recommendation: Point and shoot cameras, bridge cameras, mirror-less system cameras or digital 
SLRs 
Duration: Approximately 90 minutes, held between game drives 
Cost: Complimentary 
 

 
 
2. Wildlife Photography 'Professional Discussion' 
 
If you are an experienced photography enthusiast or a professional photographer, you will definitely enjoy a 
discussion with Christian about his experience with wildlife photography, courtesy of Thanda. 
 
Target audience: Experienced photography enthusiasts and professional photographers 
Content: Discuss with Christian his style and method of motion photography 
Equipment recommendation: No equipment required 
Duration: 60-120 minutes in between game drive 
Cost: Complimentary 
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3. Photography Session in the Wild 
 
During this session you head out on a three-hour evening game drive in a private safari vehicle to put into 
practice what you have learnt during your Wildlife Photography Lesson (above), or to hone your skills without 
being rushed. Wildlife photography takes skill and patience and, this way, when you’re at great sightings you 
can make the most of them in the company of Christian or other guests who share your interest.    
 
Target audience: Photography beginners to photography enthusiasts and professional photographers 
Content: This session starts with a complimentary 90-minute wildlife photography lesson or professional 
discussion, which is followed by a three-hour game drive, focusing on wildlife photography. 
Duration: Four to five hours, including the evening game drive 
Equipment recommendation: Bridge cameras, mirror-less system  cameras or digital SLRs 
Cost: R2,500 per photographic game drive safari. This includes Christian’s time, a dedicated safari vehicle and a 
maximum of six guests participating in the Photography Session in the Wild.  
  

 
 
4. Private Photography Session in the Wild 
 
You can opt for a private photography session in the wild, where you are the only guest or part of a self-
elected group. You have your own safari vehicle dedicated to you and you can dictate your own time. This 
creates great opportunities for precisely the images you seek. 
  
Target audience: Photography enthusiasts and professional photographers 
Content: The Private Photography Session includes two game drives (evening/morning) in a private safari 
vehicle - the format of the photography safari is tailored to meet the needs of the guest or group.  
Equipment recommendation: Bridge cameras, mirror-less system cameras or digital SLRs 
Duration: Two times three hours (evening and morning game drives) 
Cost: R4,500  for two game drives per private safari vehicle for up to six guests per group. 
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5. Photographic Bird Hide Experience I 
 
Three of the most advanced photographic bird hides in the world have been built only 45 minutes away from 
Thanda. Visit one of these hides for photographic advice and expert instruction. Please be aware that these 
hides are purpose-built for photography. The photographers sit in an eye-water-level hide behind a special 
one-way-visible-glass in an air-conditioned environment. They are not ideal for birders who want to 
experience the sounds and sights of a variety of birds in different environments. 
 
Target audience: Photography enthusiasts and professional photographers 
Content: This excursion includes the transfer to the photographic bird hides and a three-hour session at one of 
the 'reflection pool hides', accompanied by our resident wildlife photographer for photographic advice and 
expert instruction.  
Equipment recommendation: Digital SLRs with min. 300mm lens (tripods with gimbals are provided at the 
hides) 
Duration: Five hours (replacing one of the morning/evening game drives) 
Costs: R2,900 for the first guest; R2,400 for each additional guest, with a maximum number of three guests 
 

 
 
6. Photographic Bird Hide Experience II 
 
The experience and photographic opportunity is the same as the Photographic Bird Hide Experience I, but it 
extends on this to include two excursions to two hides. 
 
Target audience: Photography enthusiasts and professional photographers 
Content: This excursion includes the transfer to the photographic bird hides, one three-hour session at one of 
the 'reflection pool hides' and a three-hour session at the 'lagoon hide', accompanied by our resident wildlife 
photographer for photographic advice and expert instruction. 
Equipment recommendation: Digital SLRs with min. 300mm lens (tripods with gimbles are provided at the 
hides) 
Duration: Two five-hour excursions (replacing two of the morning/evening game drives) 
Costs: R5,500 for the first guest; R4,500 for each additional guest, with a maximum number of three guests  
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7. Mkhuze Hides and Birds I 
 
A one-hour drive from Thanda is Mkhuze Game Reserve’s kuMasinga Hide, one of the most active hides in 
South Africa, visited year-round by hundreds of animals and a large number of bird species, all of which get 
very close to the hide. This is a wonderful experience for birders and non-birders, photographers and non-
photographers. 
 
Target audience: Photography beginners to experienced photography enthusiasts, birders and wildlife 
enthusiasts 
Content: This excursion includes the transfer to the kuMasinga hide at Mkhuze Game Reserve, a four-hour 
session at kuMasinga, accompanied by our resident wildlife photographer for photographic advice and expert 
instruction. A packed breakfast from Thanda is included. Nikon binoculars are provided for guest use. 
Equipment recommendation: Bridge cameras, mirror-less system system cameras or digital SLRs 
Duration: Half-day excursions replacing a morning game drive 
Cost: R1,900 for one vehicle with up to three guests; R1,400 for a second vehicle with up to three more guests 
  

 
 
8. Mkhuze Hides and Birds II 
 
A one-hour drive from Thanda, Mkhuze Game Reserve’s kuMasinga Hide and Nsumo Pan offer impressive 
experiences for birders and serious photographers. Year-round they are visited by hundreds of animals and a 
large number of bird species. At Nsumo Pan the animals include Hippos and Crocodiles but they are some 
distance from the outlooks and long lenses are required for rewarding photography results. 
 
Target audience: Serious wildlife photographers and serious birders 
Content: This excursion includes the transfers to the kuMasinga hide and the Nsumo pan at Mkhuze Game 
Reserve, a four-hour session at kuMasinga, one of the most productive hides in South Africa, and a four hour 
session at Nsumo Pan. The excursion is accompanied by Christian Sperka (for advice/instruction). A packed 
breakfast and a picnic lunch are included. Nikon binoculars are provided for guest use. 
Equipment recommendation: Digital SLRs with 400mm+ lens  
Duration: Full-day excursion replacing a morning and an evening drive 
Costs: R2,900 for up to three guests; R1,900 for a second vehicle with up to three additional guests  
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9. Your Very Own Photo Shoot in the Bush 
 
Whether you are getting married, on honeymoon, or on safari with your friends, family or loved one, at 
Thanda we offer you the opportunity to have your very own photo shoot in the bush. Christian will take 
exquisite professional portraits of you on Thanda in an exciting variety of locations. These are photos that you 
can proudly print as large as you like to remind yourself of this special time and special experience in your life.  
 
If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity, you simply exchange one of your evening game drives 
for the 90-minute photo shoot in a variety of locations on Thanda. 
 
Content: The shoot includes transport (SUV), the photographer and delivery of the images in high resolution, 
downloadable from a password-protected library. 
Duration: 90 minutes 
Costs: R2,500 per photo shoot for up to three guests 
Please contact christian@thanda.co.za to discuss this in more detail. 
 
10. Photo Shoot During Your Game Drive 
 
This Thanda offering is similar to the above, but includes a photo session during your three-hour game drive in 
a private safari vehicle, with Christian and a Zulu tracker.   
 
Content: The shoot includes delivery of the images in high resolution, downloadable from a password-
protected library. 
Duration: Three hours 
Costs: R4,500 per vehicle/photo shoot for up to eight guests 
Please contact christian@thanda.co.za to discuss this in more detail.  
 
 
 
 
 
Note: All of Thanda Private Game Reserve’s Photography Offerings are provided by Christian Sperka Photography.  
 
Christian works as a Specialist Photographer and Field Guide on Thanda and teaches wildlife photography on the reserve.  
 
From 2001, he has travelled the world photographing animals in a wide range of game reserves in South Africa and 
Namibia, the jungles of Costa Rica, Yellowstone National Park in the USA, as well as zoos in Europe and the United States. 
His work has been featured in wildlife magazines, books and a variety of publications.  
 
* Please note: Prices are subject to change without prior notice. 

 


